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some of them have not been paid yet. Member of Parliament
Development Commission said, the most significant sections
which have not received the development budget include the
Housing Foundation which was to ameliorate villages and the
Rural ABFA Corporation.

Warning to the Mehr Housing Managers

Mehr News Agency- the Minister of Roads and City Construc-
tion announced that 193000 houses will be inaugurated in Teh-
ran until the summer, next year. He said, the managers who do
not make an end to the Mehr housing units until the year 1391
must resign and leave their jobs. In the ceremony held for in-
troducing the managing director of the new cities construction
corporation, referring that there are 372000 housing units under
construction in the new cities, Ali Nikzad said, each managing
director who does not make an end to the housing units until the
year 1391 must resign and go away.

The Private Sector Calls for Opening LC

Mehr News Agency- The delegation member of Iran’s Chamber
of Commerce, Industry, and Mining announced that the private
sector has sent a letter to five members of cabinet calling for the
re-opening of the LCs. He also pointed out that stopping the LCs
is a kind of self sanctioning. Abolhassan Khalili added a group of
economic activists in a letter to the five cabinet members called
for for re-opening LCs. This letter has been sent to the Ministers
of Industry; Mining and Commerce; Finance and Economic Af-
fairs; Agriculture; head of Central Bank (CB); Deputy Minister
of Planning and Strategic Control; and the head of Iran’s Cham-
ber of Commerce as a member of Credit and Finance Council.
Member of Commerce, Industry, and Mining Chamber added,
the private sectors activists believe that the Central Bank’s mea-
sure for blocking the LCs has led to a kind of self-sanctioning
and has caused that the interior industrialists encounter facilities
deficiencies. He reiterated that the letter calls on the Credit and
Finance Council Members for preparing the ground to benefit
from the opening credit facilities again using the LCD. The full
text of the letter sent to the cabinet members from the food in-
dustries is as follows: “As you know, following the problems in
the banking system, the Central Bank wrote a circular letter to all
the banks and banned the opening of any sort of credits (LC) for
the producers. The Central Bank action which can regarded as an
interior sanctioning has caused not only the interior industrialists
encounter facilities deficiencies but also has ruined the produc-
ers’ motivation and production capacities. Also, this measure has
prepared the ground for reducing the quality of the products and
that if this happens the Iranian consumers will suffer a loss”.

Farewell

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, famous writer from Colombia, and
Nobel Peace Prize winner for literature, had a form of cancer
which was terminal. He sent a farewell letter to his friends.

He says: If God, for a second, forgot what I have become and
granted me a little bit more of life, I would use it to the best of
my ability. I wouldn’t, possibly, say everything that is in my
mind, but I would be more thoughtful of all I say. I would give
merit to things not for what they are worth, but for what they
mean to express. | would sleep little, I would dream more, be-
cause I know that for every minute that we close our eyes, we
waste sixty seconds of light. I would walk while others stop; I
would awake while others sleep. If God would give me a little
bit more of life, I would dress in a simple manner, I would place
myself in front of the sun, leaving not only my body, but my
soul naked at its mercy. To all men I would say how mistaken
they are when they think that they stop falling in love when they
grow old, without knowing that they grow old when they stop
falling in love. I would give wings to children, but I would leave
it to them to learn how to fly by themselves. To old people 1
would say that death doesn’t arrive when they grow old, but
with forgetfulness.

I have learned so much with you all, I have learned that every-
body wants to live on top of the mountain, without knowing that
true happiness is obtained in the journey taken and the form used
to reach the top of the hill. I have learned that when a newborn
baby holds, with its little hand, his father’s finger, it has trapped

him for the rest of his life.

I have learned that a man has the right and obligation to look
down at another man, only when that man needs help to get up
from the ground. Say always what you feel, not what you think.
If I knew that today is the last time that that I am going to see
you asleep, I would hug you with all my strength and I would
pray to the Lord to let me be the guardian angel of your soul. If
I knew that these are the last moments to see you, I would say ‘I
love you’. There is always tomorrow, and life gives us another
opportunity to do things right, but in case I am wrong, and today
is all that is left to me, I would love to tell you how much I love
you and that I will never forget you.

Tomorrow is never guaranteed to anyone, young or old. Today
could be the last time to see your loved ones, which is why you
mustn’t wait; do it today, in case tomorrow never arrives. [ am
sure you will be sorry you wasted the opportunity today to give
a smile, a hug, a kiss, and that you were too busy to grant them
their last wish.

Keep your loved ones near you; tell them in their ears and to
their faces how much you need them and love them. Love them
and treat them well; take your time to tell them ‘I am sorry’;’
forgive me’,” please’ ‘thank you’, and all those loving words
you know. Nobody will know you for your secret thought. Ask
the Lord for wisdom and strength to express them. Show your
friends and loved ones how important they are to you.

Send this letter to those you love. If you don’t do it today...to-
morrow will be like yesterday, and if you never do it, it doesn’t
matter, either, the moment to do it is now.

For you, With much love,

Your Friend,

Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Tehran’s Air Pollution; One of the Biggest Environmental
Challenges Ever

Air pollution in Tehran is increasing habitually, and it is chang-
ing into one of the biggest environmental concerns regarding.
Moreover it is threatening the lives of people specially those of
old ones and children. The air which once was refreshing and
life giving, is not so any longer.

Air pollution in the Iranian capital became so bad recently, that
the Department of Environment issued a public warning. The
warning advises all vulnerable residents to stay indoors as much
as possible. The warning pertained not only to children and the
elderly, but also to people with heart conditions and the like. It
can be said that Tehran’s air pollution hit a record in the past
200 years.

A particular increase in carbon monoxide levels, with low wind
speed and atmospheric “stagnation” blamed for aggravating the
city’s continuous battle with air pollution.

Damage by air pollution in Tehran in 1389 exceeded 3/3 billion
dollars, it reaches about $10 b for the whole country

Last year the Iranian government enforced strict traffic laws to
curb this deadly phenomenon; however, air pollution caused the
government to close down public organizations, banks, schools
and universities in Tehran.

Stopping polluting vehicles and industries, and stepping up local
traffic restrictions were among other measures carried out by the
government. But it is believed the issue needs something more
than a temporary solution.

Following the pollution hike, several quarries and mines as well
as tarmac and brick factories have been temporarily closed in the
western and southern suburbs of the capital.

Tehran is city home to an estimated population of over 15 mil-
lion people and traffic jams of more than 3 million cars and
buses.

A study by the Air Quality Control Center shows that in Tehran
cars produce at least 4,400 tons of air pollutants every day.



tion of the development budget for compensating the cur-
rent budget deficit has been one of the influential factors
that has caused the projects to remain incomplete and con-
sequently to keep the contractors’ financial claims unpaid.
It seems that a fundamental reconsideration needs to be
made in budgeting so that it prepares the ground for devel-
opment infrastructures, employment and production in the
determined time table.

To get a more widespread perspective, the next issue will
deal with some of features and qualities of Iran’s economy
to present strategic approaches to overcome its relevant
problems. In addition, to grasp a more comprehensive
understanding of the Iran’s economy, several more points
will be discussed to introduce more precise approaches to
overcome the current economic problems.

The Construction Industry News

A Reform on the Pension of the Insured Working in two or
more Workshops

Mehr News agency- the social security organization issued the
official decree to reform the pensions of the insured who work
simultaneously in two or more workshops.

The issued decree from the social security says, according to the
act 34 of social security, in the case that the insured works for two
or more employers, each of the employers are required to deduct
the insurant’s insurance share from his salary or wage and pay
that, together with their own share, to the social security organiza-
tion.

Niyaesh Tunnel to Become Operational
in the Fajr Deacade, 2012
Fars News Agency- the Niyaesh tunnels which had kicked off
early this year will become operational within the Fajr decade.
According to the International Tunnel Association (ITA), this tun-
nel is one of the longest road tunnels in the world.

The project involves the northern and southern tunnels, the Kord-
estan tunnel, and the 04 tunnel with a total length of 8560 me-
ters along with their accessible and connective tunnels. The to-
tal length of the Niyaesh tunnel together with the ramps reaches

10252 meters which is regarded as one of the 20 longest road tun-
nels in the world. Of course, many of the road tunnels which are
longer than the Niyaesh tunnel are inter-city tunnels. Thus, if we
only count the inner-city tunnels, the Niyaesh tunnel with its pecu-
liar qualities will rank higher in the world’s ranking.

The fact that the ramp area of this tunnel covers 447 square me-
ters of the bifurcation Is regarded as one of the exceptional expe-
riences in the construction of inner-city tunnels acclaimed by the
national and foreign experts. This tunnel has been constructed on
alluvial soil and consequently has accompanied the drilling opera-
tions with intricacies. At the present, the Laerdal tunnel in Nor-
way with a length of more than 24 kilometers is the longest road
tunnels in the world which had become operational late 2000. Of
course, the Norwegians have a long background in the road tun-
nels construction and have constructed the Gudvanga and Folge-
fonn tunnels with a length of more than 11 kilometers. They will
have become operational the Jondal tunnel in 2012 and the Toven
tunnel in 2014 which are about 10 kilometers long.

The Government is to Issue the Outcomes of the
Industrialization of the Construction Project
ILNA- six month after that the first pilot project on housing in-
dustrialization kicked off in the Parand city(phase iii ), the mass
constructors and experts are waiting for the technical report on
this project.
Referring to the influential role of this project on the housing in-
dustrialization promotion, the secretary of ISF assembly as one of
the active industrial constructivists suggested, since the project
has been finalized and has been handed over to the applicants, it
is the best time to evaluate and assess the applied systems in this
project. Seyed Mohammad Khalkhali Sharifi added, regarding
that a wide range of various information on the utilized material
type, the man hours, the quality control, etc in different industrial
systems are available, we can arrive at an authentic and reliable
output to choose the best modern housing technology and system
in terms of our own indigenous conditions. Referring to the appli-
cation of the modern housing technologies in the pilot project of
Parand city (phase iii), he said, in addition to the taking advantage
of various systems including the tunnel molding, ICF, LSF and
bolt and nut molding, etc, various operational methods have been
applied in the Mapsa pilot project. This requires a technical and
expert analysis for the selection of the best industrial construction
system.

The Government’s Ratification on the Acceleration of the Pri-
vate Sector’s

Financial Claims Repayment

The Government’s data base- the Council of Ministers assigned
its authorities in the provinces to the Minister of the Interior, the
governors and relevant organizations in order to accelerate the re-
payment of the executives, the real and legal persons. The Council
of Ministers pertaining to the constitution’s article one hundred
and twenty seven ratified that the Council of Ministers ‘authori-
ties in the executive affairs stated in the paragraph (36) of the state
budget law, 1390 were handed over to the governor, the Minister,
or the highest-ranking official concerned as the president’s spe-
cial representative to settle or barter the public debts. Thus, the
decisions of the afore-mentioned representatives concerning the
paragraph (1), article one hundred twenty seven equal to the presi-
dent’s decision and are executable according to the article (19)
of the Council of Ministers’ interior bylaw. This ratification has
been notified by the president’s First Deputy, Mohammad Reza
Rahimi.

The Real Estate Agents Kicked Off the Mehr Housing Sale
Mehr News Agency- the real estate agents started officially to sell
the Mehr Housing project in the Parand new city. Consequently,
the qualified applicants can refer to the real estate agencies and
register for their own appropriate housing.

According to the contract between the real estates confederation
and the construction corporation of Parand newly-established cit-
ies, the specifications of all the housing units in the Parand new
city are handed over the real estate agents so that the applicants
can choose their own housing unit.

The real estate agents can only receive 40000 tomans as their
own consultant fee. In addition, the applicants also need to pay
their own share to the construction corporation of Parand newly-
established cities.

Senior Member of the Provinces Supreme Council: the Mu-
nicipalities and Engineers must Control
the Construction in Earnest

Fars News Agency- Isfahan’s parliament member for the Prov-
inces supreme council said, if the municipalities and the observant
engineers have a solemn control on the various construction Pro-
cedures, we will not witness illegal actions in this regard.
Regarding the illegal excavations and destructions which lead
to deadly accidents, Abbas Haj Rasouliha stated, the engineering
system principles are observed in Isfahan and consequently we
are not concerned in this regard. He continued to say, there are no
illegal constructions in Isfahan and we have a serious control on
this issue. He added, the Municipalities and Observant Engineers
must Control the Construction in earnest. Special Insurance Fa-
cilities for Construction Workers The Government data base- the
implementation of construction workers insurance which had be-
come overdue due to credit problems is to be facilitated using spe-
cial insurance facilities. The Minister of Cooperation, Labor and
Social Welfare said, the co-ordinations between the Ministry of
Cooperation, Labor and Social Welfare and the Ministry of Road
and City Construction were arranged so that two can facilitate the
construction workers insurance coverage.

Parliament Development Commission Member: 45 Percent of
the Development Budget did not to pay off

Fars News Agency- Member of Parliament Development Com-
mission announced that 55 percent of this year development
budget will be allocated within eight moths. He added, since the
government income has been spent on the cash subsidies, the allo-
cation of the development budget encountered problems this year.
Enayatollah Hashemi said, the governmental officials report and
the allocations of various development budgets has been submit-
ted to the Parliament Development Commission indicating that 55
percent development budget has been allocated this year which
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Editorial

Strategies for Overcoming the Economic
Obstacles in the Construction Industry

After the Islamic Revolution victory, the development
budgets have been deducted to be spent for the annual
current budgets so that in the year 1390, only 27 percent
of the development budget has been allocated and it is
possible that less than 10 more percents a Iso be allocated

prospect, a portion of the development budget, in fact,
will be melted due to inflation. Consequently, the new
projects will not be backed by the development budget
and as a result the contractors’ financial claims will re-
main unpaid.
To get a better understanding, the development budgets
situation and their allocations within several recent
years will be presented.
The table for developmental budgets of the country from 1385 to 1390

(In thousabd Billion Toman)

budget allotted to the absorbed budget for | Absorption in

The year

until the end of this year. In fact, more than 60 percent of

developmental projects

developmental projects

percent

the development budgets has been spent on the current 85 17.6 138 78
budget and other non-development costs. Put it another 86 184 113 62
87 25 18.8 71

way, this amount has been spent to compensate the cur-
88 22

14

63

rent budget deficit. These conditions and the present ap- 29 30

17

56

proaches in the state economics system has caused that 90~ 47

20

40

every year many entrepreneurial systems postpone their
undertakings to the next year. Consequently if the gov-
ernment decides to spend the entire development budget
for the construction of development infrastructures, part
of that needs be allocated to the incomplete projects and
another part to the contractors’ financial claims. In this

is an estimation.

Since the budget allocation for the last three months of
the year 1990 has not yet assigned, the following amount

According to the above table, it is clear that the deduc-



